
Book 9:

“We should never complain about what happens in our lives

The harder the struggle, the sweeter we will cherish them

After all is done and said we are in the hands of God”

Garthus 2011

John followed Zoe back to the bedroom and she washed Cassandra and placed 

her in the crib next to their bed. He then embraced Zoe and said “it is your turn 

to wash up dear … I will watch Cassandra.” After Zoe left, John sat there looking 

at Cassandra … he noticed a gleam in her eyes which reminded him so much of 

her mother. He “wondered what the future would hold for his daughter … would 

she have a father while growing up … will Zoe be there for her or will she suffer 

the same fate that he most surely will.” “I leave it in your hands God ….” John 

thought as he held his face in his hands. John then picked her up and held her, he 

said “dear Cassandra, whatever happens, please remember your dad, he loves 

you so much.” There was a knock on the door … Michelle came in and asked John 

if he and Zoe would like her to watch Cassandra for the evening, “you and Zoe 

may not have much time together and this would allow you some intimate time” 

she said. John thought for a moment and said “Michelle, thank you very much … 

but I think that we would like to be together as a family as long as it were 

possible. It would be nice for me to be alone together with Zoe, but our daughter 

is more important than how we may feel about each other. We will make the most 

of our time together with Cassandra and thank you once again.”  Michelle said 
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“John, somehow I knew that would be what you would say, but I just had to make 

the offer. If you ever need to be alone just ask me or Tyler, we would be happy to 

watch Cassandra.” She then said goodnight and left the room. John thought that 

it was a nice gesture on the part of Michelle and told Zoe what her mother had 

said as she entered the room. Zoe smiled because she was so happy that her 

mother would act in such a way … as she embraced John and kissed him 

passionately. Cassandra was fast asleep by now, tired from the days activities. 

John hurriedly washed up and soon was back in the room next to Zoe on the bed. 

They watched Cassandra for some time as they embraced each other, then before 

long Zoe fell asleep. John soon followed and neither of them woke up until the 

alarm went off at 8:00 in the morning. Since it was Sunday and both John and 

Zoe usually fasted before taking communion at the Church, they would not have 

breakfast with Michelle and Tyler. Zoe got dressed and only then did she go over 

to Cassandra, who was still sleeping, and begin preparing her for the trip. John 

quickly dressed and left the room, going to the kitchen, he greeted Michelle and 

Tyler, who both asked how Cassandra was. John said “fine … and we have decided 

to take Cassandra to the church today … will you two be going?” Michelle said 

“yes and would it be okay if we all went together? John said of course and I am 

sure that Zoe feels the same about this.” Soon, Zoe walked into the room with 

Cassandra already in the carrier for the car. Zoe said “it is late Mom, we have to 

leave now.” John said “Zoe my dear your mother and Tyler would like to go to 
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church together with us.” “That would be wonderful” Zoe said. Then they all 

walked out to the car and got in for the trip. The car they were using was the 

Lincoln Town Car which John had bought last year, it was over ten years old but 

was in fine shape. With John driving, they headed down the driveway … Michelle 

said “it is a wonderful morning for a drive, they all agreed and then Zoe pressed 

her body next to John, with her head on his shoulder. She remained in that 

position until they arrived at the Church. As they entered the church parking lot 

Zoe sat up, turning to look at Cassandra, she saw that she was playing with a toy 

rhinoceros. It was making a squeaking noise every-time Cassandra squeezed it. 

Zoe said “Cassandra, that will never do in the church.” She took the toy from 

Cassandra and handed her a small dog which made noises, but could be turned 

off. Cassandra seemed to not mind the switch, she was more interested in the 

attention she was getting. After John had parked, they all got out of the car. Zoe 

picked up Cassandra and they all walked into the church.

Zoe, Michelle, Cassandra and Tyler were all greeted by each of the parishioners, 

John however, was ignored by many people who obviously were influenced by the 

trial proceedings. While John did not care for himself, he felt 'very' badly for Zoe, 

who realized that the snubs were occurring, but did not exhibit in any way, the 

fact that she was deeply hurt by the behavior of her friends. Zoe sat down with 

her family in their usual spot on the left side of the church at the rear of the 

knave. She then handed Cassandra to Michelle, asking her to hold her while she 
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lit some candles near the altar. When Zoe went to get the candles, she met one of 

the parishioners, Alexis Simon. Alexis had changed her name from Simonovich to 

Simon after migrating to the United States from Belarus. She asked how Michelle 

and Cassandra were doing, Zoe said “fine thank you, Alexis … Alexis … why did 

you not greet John just now?” In the Eastern European Culture, Orthodox 

especially, greet each other with an embrace and three kisses to either side of the 

face. Alexis had looked down and passed by John completely ignoring him. Zoe 

was hurt by this, since she always considered Alexis a close friend. Alexis did not 

know what to say, she thought for a short time and then said “Zoe, I am sorry … 

it is just that I read so many bad things concerning John, for the moment I was 

afraid and did not know what to do.” Zoe said “Alexis … you could have called me 

and asked … we have always been honest with each other … you should know 

that I would never be with someone who was not of good character. I cannot get 

into why at this moment, because I am bound by a confidence, but, John could 

have never done what he has been accused of ….” It may not come out in the 

near future … but eventually the truth will come out and everyone will realize that 

none of it is true.” Alexis embraced Zoe and said “Zoe, I apologize from my heart 

if I have hurt you in any way, please forgive me.” “I have already forgiven you ...” 

Zoe said, “I know that you are a good friend.” Alexis said “ If you would have us 

Zoe, I would like to stop by with my mother and visit you and your family.”  “I 

would like that 'very' much” Zoe said. 
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She then picked up the candles … five candles … walked towards the altar … and 

placed them in the candelabra, lighting one for each member of her immediate 

family. She whispered a short prayer of forgiveness and prostrated herself in front 

of the icon next to the candelabra … and then went back to join the others just as 

the Liturgy began. Some of the parishioners would look at John and then quickly 

turn their heads. Zoe noticed, but she prayed for the strength to ignore such 

things and just smiled. Zoe thought “how wonderful the Liturgy is … God give 

both of us the strength to get through this no matter what happens.”  Soon, it 

was time to take communion, since neither Zoe or John had attended confession 

with the priest; they refrained and instead took the public offering which is held 

off to the side of the altar. Michelle and Tyler had been to Vespers the night 

before, so they waited on the line and took communion from the priest. 

After the service ended, Zoe asked John “do you want to leave … or go to the 

community room. He said “whatever you would like my dear, do not feel that we 

have to leave just because of me. We cannot run away from such things … that 

only makes it worse and we … the two of us … are not the type who run away 

from anything.” Zoe said “yes dear, let us stay then, we are part of this church 

and it is not right for some people to snub you in such a way.”  They all then went 

downstairs to the community room and sat at a table by themselves. Alexis saw 

them alone and came over and sat down next to John and began talking to 

everyone.” Others eventually came over and soon all of the seats at the tables 
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around them were occupied. Some of the parishioners who were following the 

trial in the news,asked Zoe about her testifying on Monday. Zoe said that she was 

not worried “I have left everything in God's hands.” “Whatever happens, we both 

will face it together … Cassandra will be in God's hands regardless of what 

happens to us.” The priest then entered and said a prayer over the food, then, as 

everyone formed a line to pick up their meals Zoe turned to John and smiled … “it 

is a miracle” she said to John as she squeezed his hand discretely. As they left, 

the parishioners treated them much differently then when they arrived, Alexis 

and several other parishioners even embraced John and wished him the best for 

tomorrow.

The ride home was a much more pleasant experience for John and Zoe. She held 

his arm and leaned on his shoulder, happy at the thought that maybe now her 

friends would begin to think better of John. “The world looks so much better when 

one is happy” she thought. Michelle was playing with Cassandra and she was 

shrieking and happily playing. As they began driving into the estate john told 

Michelle that it would be his turn to cook dinner tonight. We will also have 

company, Alexis and her mother will be coming over for dinner. Zoe was 

surprised, she did not know that John had spoken to Alexis, but none-the-less she 

was happy for this turn of events. After he stopped the car, John picked up 

Cassandra and they all went into the house. He sat and played with Cassandra for 

some time and then placed her in the play area and went into the kitchen to 
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begin the preparations for the early evening dinner. As this was another fast day, 

they would only be having fish and some vegetables, but John had picked up a 

special dessert, it was a large fruit tart cake and he hoped that the guests would 

like it. 

As the time approached five in the afternoon, there was a knock on the door, 

Alexis and her mother had arrived and Zoe let them in the house. They removed 

their shoes and put on some slippers which were placed by the door for guests 

and then entered the dining room. As they entered, Alexis and her mother 

greeted John, they spoke briefly in Russian and then John offered them seats at 

the table. As John went back into the kitchen Alexis got up and followed him. She 

said “John, I would like to apologize for my behavior at the church today … it was 

uncalled for on my part … I am truly sorry.” John said “Alexis, this has been hard 

on all of us … let us please forget about the past … we all are guilty of 

misjudgments … that is human … as Christians though .. we can always forgive, 

that is what friends do.” She embraced him and said “thank you John, that means 

'very' much to me … thank you.” Alexis then said “let me help you with this and 

she picked up some plates and helped carry the food into the dining room. There 

was much conversation during dinner and when it was time to leave, John 

thanked his guests for their company and he an Zoe walked with them out to 

their car. They waved as Alexis and her mother left and after-wards John and Zoe 

embraced … she would not release her grasp until her husband kissed her … Zoe 
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said “thank you husband, for being so kind to my friends” he said “Zoe it was my 

pleasure.” 

As they went back inside John looked at the clock and said, “Zoe my dear it is 

getting late, we have to be up early for the Court tomorrow … let us get ready for 

bed, I will watch Cassandra while you wash up.” Zoe quickly left and soon the 

shower could be heard. John carried Cassandra into the bedroom and began to 

wash her and prepare her for sleeping. After Zoe came into the bedroom it was 

John's turn … he came back quickly and they both went to bed and watched 

Cassandra as she fell asleep. Zoe embraced John tightly and they kissed 

passionately, falling asleep in each others arms.

The alarm went off at six thirty in the morning. John kissed his wife and got up 

quickly, he went into the bathroom for only a minute or two and returned. As Zoe 

was taking care of matters with Cassandra, John left the room and went into the 

kitchen to help Michelle with breakfast. He said to her “I knew that you would be 

up before us … I will be taking Cassandra to Court with Zoe this morning … I will 

go set the table, Zoe should be out soon with her.” John then went into the living 

room, where Zoe had already placed Cassandra in the small play-area next to the 

table. Zoe went into the kitchen while John sat down next to Cassandra. Soon 

Tyler and Zoe were setting the food on the table. Michelle entered just as they 

finished and  John then said the blessing over the food and they began having 
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breakfast. Michelle said that she “hoped all went well in Court today, especially 

with Zoe's testimony.” “Thank you mom ….” Zoe said, “but I will hope for the best 

and have prepared for the worst … the Judge will not be happy when he realizes 

what we have done … but I am happy that Cassandra will have a good home 

regardless of what happens today.”

Soon it was time to leave … Zoe picked up Cassandra, John took the child seat 

and they both said their goodbyes. John apologized for not helping with the 

cleanup, but, Tyler said that “we are happy to help and do not ever worry about 

such things, we are all part of the family and I think that this is our duty to help.” 

Zoe said “thank you” to both Tyler and Michelle as she and John were leaving. 

They quickly got into the car and soon were heading down the driveway on their 

way to the church. Zoe felt so happy being in the car with John and Cassandra, 

but a shiver ran down her spine when she thought about what might happen to 

her today when she was to testify before the Court. As they passed familiar 

surroundings, Zoe thought about how wonderful life was for the moment, but 

fretted over how it could change for the worse in such a short period of time. 

John asked Zoe, “my dear are you sure that you want to take such a chance with 

the judge … I will not be upset with you telling the truth about everything … at 

least you can be with Cassandra.” Zoe said “John I will never change my mind 

about this … I could never give them further reason to hate you, please 

understand that I would never lie about anything, but refusing to answer is not 
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the same as being untruthful. I have to admit that I am a little scared and upset 

about what may happen, but even the thought of losing my freedom is not 

enough to change what I must do.” John said “Zoe I am so proud of you … so 

happy to be your wife and the father of your child … even though I asked you to 

do otherwise, I am happy that you are taking the honorable path ….” Too soon for 

the both of them the ride was coming to an end … the Courthouse appeared in 

the distance and soon they were parking the car and heading for the courtroom. 

Zoe carried Cassandra in the child seat and she sat down in the public area of the 

courtroom while John walked up to the table where his lawyers were sitting. They 

both greeted John and turned to also greet Zoe. They asked how Cassandra was 

and John said “fine thank you.” After several minutes a Court Officer entered and 

asked all to rise for the Judge. By now the public section of the courtroom was 

filled to capacity ad a low murmuring could be heard throughout. The Judge then 

entered and banging his gavel, called the trial to order. He had the jury seated 

and then asked the prosecution whether they had any further witnesses to call 

and the District Attorney said “yes your honor, the prosecution calls Zoe Santelli 

to the witness stand. The jury watched as Zoe arose and walked over to John 

where he was sitting and handed him Cassandra. The Jurors were looking with 

eyes fixed on her and Cassandra and then Zoe walked up and sat down next to 

the Judge's bench to testify. The Judge asked her to state her name for the record 

and she said “Zoe Santelli your honor”. “Do swear under God to tell the truth 

during these proceedings?” Zoe said “Yes I do.” He then directed the District 
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Attorney to proceed. 

“Ms. Santelli” Zoe interrupted him immediately and said  “it is Mrs. Santelli, sir.” 

The District Attorney did not like this interruption and directed the Judge to “order 

the witness to not interrupt the proceedings; or speak in any way until she is 

directed to do so”. The Judge said “young lady do you understand that during 

these proceedings you are not to interrupt anyone or speak until you are directed 

to?” Zoe said “yes your honor, I understand.” The District Attorney than asked 

“Ms. Santelli, did you ever had sexual intercourse with the defendant John 

Santelli?” Zoe said “No I never did.” “Are you not married to him Ms. Santelli?” he 

said. Zoe said, “yes we are husband and wife.” “You are married and you expect 

us to believe that you have never had sexual relations with each other? He said. 

“No we have never been able to consummate the marriage due to health issues 

with myself and other circumstances beyond our control” Zoe said. The District 

Attorney was livid, he asked “Ms. Santelli, are you not here today in this Court, 

with a child?” Zoe said “yes sir”. Unbeknownst to John or Zoe, Michelle had left 

Cassandra with Tyler and had come to the Courthouse. She had a bad dream 

about something happening and was worried for Cassandra's sake. The District 

Attorney then asked “Ms. Santelli, who is that child's father?” Zoe made a stern 

face and said “That I will never tell you or this Court … it is none of your business 

… and is a matter between my daughter and her father.” “Is it not true that John 

Santelli had sexual intercourse with you and that child is the product of an 
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incestuous relationship” the District Attorney Said. As one tear rolled down her 

face, Zoe remained stern and replied “That is a lie and you have no right to say 

something like that.” John's lawyers objected  to what the District Attorney said, 

calling his remarks “inflammatory hearsay”. But much to their surprise of nearly 

everyone in the Courtroom, the judge allowed the remarks to stay on the record. 

Some of the Jurors were looking at John in an evil manner and Zoe noticed what 

effect the remarks had on them … she was heartbroken but refused to let it show 

on her face. The District Attorney than asked the Judge to order Zoe to answer 

his question. The Judge said “Ms. Santelli, I order you to answer the last question 

for the record.” Zoe was very angry and she said “your honor, you are an evil and 

vile person, I will never answer such a question, regardless of what punishment 

you may threaten me with.” Zoe probably could have been more diplomatic with 

her answer, but she was so angry that she lashed out at the Judge. The Judge 

said “Young lady, if you do not answer the question I will hold you in contempt of 

this Court and you will be incarcerated until you answer the Court's questions.” 

Zoe picked up her chin and made a stern face, saying “I am not afraid of anything 

which you may choose to do to me and judging by your character, torture 

probably would not be out of the question either. In any case I refuse to answer 

any more of your questions.” The Judge's face turned red with anger and he said 

“fine then, Zoe Santelli I find you in contempt of this Court and order you to be 

incarcerated as an adult, until the time that you agree to respect this Court's 

orders. Do you have anything further to say to this Court before I cite you?” Zoe 
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said “yes your honor … you are an evil person who does not deserve to be called 

a civilized member of the human race.” The Judge said “We will see young lady 

how you feel after I have finished; I order that your child be removed to the 

custody of child protective services until her mother comes to her senses, Court 

officers please take that child from the defendant.” Michelle let out a load scream 

and approached the Judge's bench … she said “do not touch that child … I am her 

legal guardian and I have the papers here to prove it.”  The Judge said “What 

does this mean, what are you talking about?” Michelle said my daughter and her 

husband gave full custody of this child, Cassandra Santelli, to me and my 

husband Tyler. I will take her home now ... it is apparent that you would have 

done harm to her if I were not here.” “Let me see those papers” the judge said. 

As he read them his face turned even redder and he became even more angry. 

Zoe had stonewalled him and now he would make her pay. He handed the papers 

to Michelle and said take her then, these appear to be in order. Turning to Zoe, he 

said “you, young lady will not get off that easy ….” He then ordered the Court 

officers to take Zoe into custody, as they took Zoe out of the room she held her 

head high, keeping the same stern look throughout. John and Zoe both looked at 

each other as she was leaving and he kissed his hand as if blowing a kiss to her. 

The jurors were aghast, as much as many of them may have disliked John, they 

most surely did not like the idea of a 15 year old child being incarcerated as an 

adult. John was not surprised about what had occurred, but he was proud of Zoe 

and even though his heart ached he thought of how much he loved her and 
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prayed to God that she would be safe.

John's attorneys objected to Zoe's incarceration, but the judge said that they had 

no right to be involved since they did not represent her. The lead attorney John 

Schmolz asked the judge for permission to speak to her about representation 

before they took her from the Courthouse, but the judge refused. He wanted to 

teach her a lesson regardless of how harsh he might appear. John felt so angry he 

wanted to say something to the judge, but his attorney stopped him, saying 

“John , you have your daughter to think of, do not do anything foolish. John sat 

back down and just stared at the judge, he would not give him the satisfaction of 

finding him in contempt of court. Due to the disruption the judge declared a 

recess until two in the afternoon, he dismissed the jury and as they filed out the 

court attendant asked everyone to rise and he got up and left.

John was beside himself and he asked his attorneys what could be done about 

Zoe, they said that they would have to see her in the holding area which was in 

the courthouse and then arrangements would be made for her legal 

representation. John and his attorneys then left the courtroom and went back to 

the holding area which was in the courthouse. This was the area where prisoners 

when held while waiting for their appearance in the courtroom. After speaking to 

the officer in charge, John's attorney was allowed in to see Zoe. She was in a cell 

with six other prisoners, sitting in the corner by the wall. There was no privacy in 
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this situation, she had to talk to the attorney while in the cell with the others. She 

was worried that John may have gotten into trouble by saying something to the 

judge, Jon Schmolz the attorney told her what happened and she was happy. He 

asked her about giving her legal representation and she agreed and signed the 

appropriate papers. He said “I will get working on this right away, please be calm 

and try to not get to upset.” Zoe said “I will be fine just tell my husband that 

everything is fine and that I love him and hope to see him soon ….” Jon said “in 

any case there will be visiting hours where you are going and we will be there for 

you.” Zoe tried not to show it but she was 'very' upset … she was in a situation of 

which she had no prior experience and she was worried over what would become 

of her once she was thrown into the jail itself. Jon said “goodbye” and Zoe did the 

same. After he came out of the holding area, John asked him how Zoe was doing, 

he said “I am afraid that she is a bit fearful about this, she told me to tell you 

than everything was fine and that she loved you, but I could see it on her face 

that she felt otherwise.” John said “thank you for being honest with me … I guess 

you will have to do the best that you can … to get her released.” Jon said that he 

would and as John walked out of the holding are waiting room a tear rolled down 

his face. 

Back in the Courtroom, after the judge entered and the jury was seated, John's 

attorney presented his retainer to the Court and asked that he be permitted to 

represent Zoe Santelli concerning the contempt of court matter. The District 
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Attorney objected, claiming she was a witness for the State and as such it would 

be a conflict of interest for John's attorney to represent her. After much haggling 

over legal matters the judge ruled that John's attorney could not represent Zoe 

and that she had to get her own attorney, one who was not affiliated with the 

Schmolz Law Firm. The judge was hell-bent on getting back at Zoe for her snub 

and he would spare no chance to exact revenge and make things as unpleasant 

for her as he could. Since it was now approaching three thirty in the afternoon, 

the judge ordered a recess for until the next day and said “Mr. Santelli, maybe 

after a good night's sleep at our facilities … your wife may have a change of 

heart.” and then chuckled a few times. John stood up and said “your honor, I do 

not find what you have done at all laughable … but I can assure you … I know my 

wife … she will never give in to your demands and you will never break her.” The 

judge just laughed again and said “then she will be a guest of the state for a long 

time … we will see which of us is more stubborn.” 
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